THINGS THAT ARE DIFFERENT ....  

From a Student’s Viewpoint


Students who are new to ISK were asked to tell us what some of the differences were between their former school and ISK.   Some of their responses included:

-  At ISK students do not wear a uniform.   Students can wear what they want to school each day.   

- It is important to note that ISK does have a dress code that students must adhere to.  The Student Handbook outlines what is acceptable and unacceptable for students to wear to school.


- There is a lot of homework at ISK.  

- Most days students will receive homework assignments in their ‘core classes’.   ‘Core classes’ include math, science, English, social studies and French/Spanish.   Based on individual schedules, most students will not have all of their core classes each day.   Most will have 3 core classes and 1 or 2 non-core (band, elective, Block 7).

- Some students have said that they used to get homework only from specific classes on specific days in their former school.  Here at ISK students can get homework from any teacher that they meet on any given day.  


- Good time management and organization are expected at ISK.



- All students are expected to keep their materials well organized



in a binder/file.  Papers from each subject should be kept in separate



sections so that they can be easily found when needed.  



- Sometimes homework is due the next time the class meets and



other times the homework involves a ‘project’ that may be due a



week or two from when it is assigned.   All students need to learn



good time management skills to be sure to get all their assigned



work in when it is due.


- Taking part in extracurricular sports/activities is optional 
at ISK.



-  In some schools, taking part in extracurricular sports is mandatory.



At ISK, students can sign up to be involved in the sports or activities



that interest them.   They do not have to be involved in any extra curricular 


sports if they don’t want to or they can take part in all of the sports that 



interest them.  (Being involved in sports in the Physical Education classes 



is MANDATORY!!   All students take PE as part of their regular class



schedule.)


-  The extracurricular sports available for students are different at ISK.



-  The extracurricular sports that are offered at ISK include:  basketball,



soccer/football, tennis, swimming, track & field.   ISK does not offer



net ball, rounders, rugby, cricket.


-  When you are new, the schedule is confusing to follow at ISK.


-  The ISK class schedule may look confusing when you are new to



ISK, but, most students adjust to it quickly and have no trouble with



it after a couple of weeks.   Be sure to ask for help from someone



if you are unsure where to be, where to go, or when classes start.


- The kids in my classes change from class to class.


-  This is true.  The students who you have in your math class may very



well be different than the students in your science class.  


-  Some classes have students from different grades 


mixed together.



-  This is true.  Some of the classes students take will have students from 



6th grade, 7th grade and 8th grade all mixed together.  Examples of 



some of the classes that will have mixed groups include:  PE, Band,



Chorus, French/Spanish, and Electives (art, drama, music, 





computer, study skills) and G Block classes (writing workshop, journalism, 


current events, About Kenya).   



In 6th grade, all of the students in the math, science, English and social 



studies classes will be 6th graders.



In 7th grade, all of the students in science, English and social studies will



be 7th graders.  In the math class at that level, some of the students



could be 8th graders.  



In 8th grade, all of the students in science, English and social studies will



be 8th graders.  In the math class at that level, some of the students



could be 7th graders.


-  At ISK, there are more exams than at my other school.  

- The ISK Middle School does not administer external exams at the end of each semester or academic year.   Teachers write and administer their own individual tests in their own classes.   During each quarter, a given teacher may write and administer a test after each chapter covered or after an instructional unit has been covered.  There could be three or four tests in a quarter for a given teacher.   


-  At ISK students can buy the lunch they want to eat.



-  There is a cafeteria service that provides food for students to purchase.



Students have the choice to bring their lunch from home or to buy lunch



at school.  Students who buy lunch can choose the food they want to 



buy each day from the choices offered.   Parents are expected to



advise their children as to what they should eat.  The school does not



get involved in making food choices for children at this level.  The cafeteria 


does not sell soft drinks, candy, crisps or other junk food.  

