FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

About ISK’S Middle School

1.
What subjects do students take in the middle school?
Answer:  All students in ISK’s middle school are scheduled for five core subjects and numerous elective courses. The core classes include mathematics, science, English, Social Studies, French/Spanish.   All students also take Physical Education.  Elective courses include Art, Drama, Music, Computers, Library Research skills, Quest, Band, Chorus, and some special classes.  

2.
How is the middle school day structured?
Answer:   Classes begin at 8:30 each day and end at 3:20.  After school activities or sports run from 3:30 – 5:00 for those who take part in them.  Each day students will have some 80-minute classes and some 40-minute classes.  These main teaching blocks are separated by a morning break, lunch break and afternoon break.  

3.
Why do you have a middle school and how is it different than secondary school?
Answer:  The middle school was devised to provide a unique learning environment for young adolescents.  Teachers who are trained to work with this age group and the special issues that surround them as they continue to learn and grow provide support, guidance and assistance.  Students in the middle school are involved with other students in their age group for classes, after school sports/activities, and in social settings.  

4.
Where do students at ISK come from?
Answer:  The student body of ISK is made up of students from a very diverse mix of more than 75 different nationalities.   

5.
What percentage of ISK’s students come or go each year?
Answer:   Typically about 25% of ISK’s student body turns over each year.  At the start of each year there is usually a large group of new students joining the school in each division.   Many students joining the school think that they will be on the only new student.  This is never the case.  There is a large group of new students each year and then additional students tend to join the school as the year progresses. 

6.
Do students at ISK have to do homework?
Answer:  Homework is assigned in all of the core subjects (Mathematics, English, Social Studies, Science, French/Spanish) on a regular basis.  Homework may be assigned in non-core subjects as well.

7.  
What after school activities/sports are offered at the MS level?
Answer:  ISK offers the following sports in the MS:  soccer, basketball, swimming, tennis, track & field, volleyball, field hockey.   A wide variety of after school activities/clubs are also offered for students to choose from.

8.
Do students at ISK have to do sports?
Answer:  All after school sports and activities/clubs are voluntary at ISK.  However, all students must take Physical Education as part of their regular schedule.

9.
Does ISK provide support for students who struggle with learning in some way?
Answer:  ISK has a Learning Resource Center (LRC) that provides learning support to students with mild learning differences or mild special learning needs.   ISK uses an inclusive support model in which students with special needs tend to be in the regular mainstream classroom and the LRC teacher works with the classroom instructor to plan and present lessons.   For those students in need of more focused attention, they may be scheduled into an LRC class to get more individualized instructional support.

10.
What kind of lunch service is provided by ISK?
Answer:  ISK hires a catering service to provide lunch for students in the different divisions at ISK.  Students can bring food from home or they can purchase lunch at school from the catering service.   In the MS students buy lunch on a ‘pay as you go’ basis meaning that, each day, they pay for the food they want to purchase that day.  There is typically a ‘hot meal’ that has both meat/vegetarian options.   There is also a sandwich bar, salad bar and snack bar with different menu items available.  The cafeteria at ISK does not sell soft drinks, potato chips, or candy during the regular school day. 

