INTERCULTURAL TRIPS

IN

MIDDLE SCHOOL


At ISK all middle school grade level groups go on a specific intercultural trip at some point in the year.   The trips for each grade level are mandatory.   All of the trips are incorporated into the grade level curriculum and provide an extension for the learning of concepts covered in the classroom.  

A brief description of each of the trips follows:


6th GRADE - LAKE BARINGO TRIP


The 6th grade class travels by school bus to Lake Baringo which is located about 100 km north of Lake Nakuru.   Lake Baringo is one of the Rift Valley lakes.   Students camp on the shore of the lake in a guarded campsite.  Curricular issues focused on during the trip include:  ecology of the lake and surrounding lands; prehistoric sites; Rift Valley formation; and the culture of the Njemps and Pokot tribes.   Some of the major activities include hiking up the escarpment, taking a boat ride around the lake, visiting a land reclamation project, visiting an archaeological site at Kariandusi and visiting Lake Bagoria to view the hot springs and geysers.


7th GRADE - MALINDI TRIP

The 7th grade class travels to Malindi which is located north of Mombasa on the Kenyan coast.   The trip involves a flight into Mombasa or Malindi (depending on flight schedules) and a bus trip from Mombasa to Malindi.   Students will camp at a guarded campsite during their stay or, depending on availability, stay in an area hotel.  Curricular issues focused on during the trip include:  coral reef ecology; history of the trade routes and the Portuguese influence; and the coastal Swahili culture.   Some of the major activities include snorkeling to view the coral reef ecology and wildlife; and visiting the Gedi ruins.


8th GRADE - LOITA TRIP

The 8th grade class travels to the Loita Hills or Siana Springs area by school bus and the students are hosted there by a local Maasai tribal group.  Students will camp in a guarded area associated with a specific Maasai tribal group.   Curricular issues during the trip revolve around interactions with the Maasai culture.  Some of the major activities include visiting a local school and studying the Loita forest including its importance to the Maasai people and its conservation.
