MODERN LANGUAGES

OFFERED IN THE

MIDDLE SCHOOL

All students in Middle School take a modern language.  The languages that are offered are French and Spanish.    Part of the entrance assessment includes a language exam to determine the proficiency level (both oral and written proficiencies!) of the student before placement can be made.


There are three different levels offered for both French and Spanish.  The levels are labeled as French/Spanish ‘A’, ‘B’, and ‘C’.   The French or Spanish teacher will make the final determination as to which language level a student is most suited for.  


It is important to note that the languages offered at ISK are NOT intended for native language speakers or for those who are fluent/near fluent in the language.   For example, students are not eligible to take the French course if their mother tongue is French or if French is routinely spoken at home or if students already are at a proficiency level above what is covered in the language levels offered.   Students in this situation would be required to take Spanish instead of French.  The same would apply to a situation involving Spanish.  


FRENCH LANGUAGE

French A - This is the beginning level of French.  Students may be placed into the class if they have no background in the French language or if their oral/written skills are minimal.


French B - This is an intermediate level of French.  Students who have been successful in the French A level will be automatically placed into the French B level.  Students entering the school with a working knowledge of the French language and an ability to use it properly would probably be placed into the French B level.


French C - This is the advanced level of French for the Middle School.  Students who have been successful in the French B level will be automatically placed into the French C level.  Students entering the school with a fairly good level of proficiency in the French language would probably be placed into the French C level.   This is the final level of French that is offered in the Middle School.  French levels beyond this are only offered in the High School.  The average middle school student is not eligible to take French at the high school level.


SPANISH LANGUAGE

Spanish A - This is the beginning level of Spanish.  Students may be placed into the class if they have no background in the Spanish language or if their oral/written skills are minimal.


Spanish B - This is an intermediate level of Spanish.  Students who have been successful in the Spanish A level will be automatically placed into the Spanish B level.  Students entering the school with a knowledge of the Spanish language and an ability to use it properly would probably be placed into the Spanish B level.


Spanish C - This is the advanced level of Spanish for the Middle School.  Students who have been successful in the Spanish B level will be automatically placed into the Spanish C level.  Students entering the school with a fairly good level of proficiency in the Spanish language would probably be placed into the Spanish C level.   This is the final level of Spanish that is offered in the Middle School.  Spanish levels beyond this are only offered in the High School.  The average middle school student is not eligible to take Spanish at the high school level.

It is important to note that students will not be scheduled to take a language they are proficient in so that they can improve their spelling, grammar or reading levels.   As stated above, students whose skills are already above the proficiency levels ISK offers will be required to take a different language.
