ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS
FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS/PARENTS

All institutions have a variety of acronyms and abbreviations that they use frequently.   ISK is no different.   It can sometimes be difficult for a person who is new to ISK to know what everyone is talking about when they use the acronyms or abbreviations.   A list of common acronyms and abbreviations is provided here to help new students and parents understand ...

AISA

- Stands for Association of International Schools in Africa.  AISA 



provides support services for member schools throughout Africa.  Teacher 


training institutes are provided in addition to large conferences for teachers 


who are employed by international schools.   The AISA office is located in the 


Arts Center on the ISK campus.

ASA

- Stands for After School Activities.   This includes any type of activity 



that is offered between 3:30 - 5:00 ... after the regular academic day is



finished.  

CAD

- Stands for Creative Arts Department.  The CAD consists of the art,



drama, and music programs at ISK.

CST

- Stands for Child Study Team.  The CST consists of a group of teachers in



addition to the LRC personnel.  The CST will meet to discuss issues pertain-



ing to a specific child and the child’s performance to determine what steps



should be taken to be able to provide support for that student. 

EAMUN
- Stands for East African Model United Nations.  The EAMUN was 



organized by ISK about 25 years ago and it is designed for high school 



students in grades 9-12.  It involves students from 40-50 schools. 

ES

- Stands for Elementary School.   The elementary school is made up of



students in grades 1 through 5.  

ESOL

- Stands for English for Speakers of Other Languages.   This is a class 



especially designed to meet the needs of students who are coming to ISK with 


a limited proficiency in speaking, reading or writing in English.   

GPA 

- Stands for Grade Point Average.  The GPA is calculated for middle



and high school students at ISK to determine placement on the school’s 



Honor Roll.  Many universities and colleges request GPA’s from high schools 


to determine student acceptance and placement.  

HS

- Stands for High School.  The high school is made up of students in 



grades 9 - 12.

IB

- Stands for International Baccalaureate.  This is a program in the High 



school that provides advanced coursework for students in different 




subjects.  

IEP

- Stands for Individualized Education Plan.   An IEP is devised for each



student who has been discussed in a CST setting.  The IEP outlines the 



specific plan 

ISA
- Stands for International Schools Assessment.  This is an assessment that is administered to all students in grades 3-10 usually in October.  The tests are administered over two mornings and cover aspects of reading, writing and mathematics. The results are NOT used for any sort of internal assessment or evaluation related to math or English classes.  The results provide the school and parents with information as to how each student compares to a normed group of students of the same age level in schools similar to ISK.  The tests do not in any way impact student grades at ISK.

ISSEA 
- Stands for International Schools of Southern and Eastern Africa.   



These international schools schedule tournaments in different sports in 



different countries during the year. 

K-12 Lab
- Stands for Kindergarten to Grade 12 Lab for computer purposes. 

LRC

- Stands for Learning Resource Center.   The LRC provides learning 



support for those students who have diagnosed difficulties with specific 



subjects or who have diagnosed learning differences.  Most students with 



special needs have those needs met in the regular classroom with all the other 


students in the class.  On occasion, some students will be pulled out of the 



regular classroom for specific assistance with specific skills.   It is important to 


note that the LRC does not provide tutoring services.

MS

- Stands for Middle School.  The middle school is made up of students in 



grades 6 - 8.

MSMUN
- Stands for Middle School Model United Nations.  The MSMUN was



established by ISK to provide an MUN experience for its Middle School



students.  The program has since expanded to include many different schools.



The MSMUN is designed specifically for students in grades 6-8.

MUN 
- Stands for Model United Nations.  The MUN is a program for students that simulates how the UN works.  There are many different MUN conferences around the world.

PD 

- Stands for Professional Development.  ISK provides a variety of PD



opportunities for its teachers.  PD may include summer coursework, classes



taken through some other means, workshops, teacher or training conferences,



or in-service opportunities.  

PE 

- Stands for Physical Education.  PE is a regularly scheduled class for 



students at ISK.  

PTO

- Stands for Parent/Teacher Organization.  This is a group of parents 



that provides support and assistance to teachers in a variety of ways.  All 



parents are welcome to become active members of the PTO.

MPR
- Stands for Multi-Purpose Room.  This room is in the high school administration building and is used for a variety of events throughout the year.

SAT

- Stands for Scholastic Aptitude Test.   The SAT is a standardized test that 


is written and administered by the College Board in the US.   Many US 



colleges and universities require students to take the SAT.  Results of the  test 


are then used as part of the university entrance process.  ISK is registered as 


an official SAT testing site and the test is administered a few times throughout 


the academic year.   The test is for HS students.

STUCO
- Stands for Student Council.   This is the term for the student government at 


the MS level.

SSS 

- Stands for Student Support Services.  The SSS provides assessment and



support for students who are in need of these special services.

TT

- Stands for Thursday Thoughts.  This is a weekly newsletter sent out by the



school to inform the community of various events taking place.
