MIDDLE SCHOOL ELECTIVE and BLOCK 7

INFORMATION

In Middle School all students have two blocks with elective classes.  Some elective classes are required for all and some are optional.  The elective classes are designed to cover specific skills/concepts at each grade level. Elective classes last one semester   At the beginning of each semester students are scheduled to change their elective classes to new ones.    Toward the end of the first semester students will be informed as to which electives they will be taking in the next semester.    The elective classes that are offered include:
ART - required
-  The Art class is mandatory for all.  Students taking the Art class will work with different art-based media for the semester.   These may involve drawing, painting, sculpting, weaving or some other media.   

COMPUTER - required
-  The Computer class is mandatory for all.  Students in the Computer class may learn keyboarding, word processing, or other computer-based skills that will be applicable to the other courses they are taking.
DRAMA - required
-  The Drama class is mandatory for all.  Students taking the Drama class may learn how to write and act in plays, to design sets and/or to work backstage for drama productions.  

LIBRARY - optional
-  The Library class is optional.  Students in the Library class learn research techniques that can be applied to many of the other courses they take in school.  

MUSIC - optional
-   The Music class is optional.  Students taking the Music class may learn how to play guitar or some other instrument.  They may learn about music history and/or learn about different types of music as in a music appreciation setting.  
QUEST - optional
-  The Quest class is optional.  Students in the Quest class discuss a wide variety of topics that are of interest to the students.  Topics covered typically include drugs, alcohol, smoking, sex, responsibility, decision making and other social issues.
STUDY SKILLS – teacher recommended
-  Students taking the Study Skills class learn various skills and techniques that may help them be more successful in other academic courses that they take.    Teachers may recommend that specific students be assigned to the Study Skills class if they need help with organizational and/or study skills.  
WORKSHOP – teacher recommended
-  Students are only scheduled into the Workshop course based on teacher recommendation.   In this class, students can receive additional explanation of concepts or additional time to focus on curricular issues.  Support may be provided in the areas of mathematics, writing, reading or other specific areas where concerns have been noted by teachers.
BLOCK 7 CLASSES
Students who do NOT take band, chorus or guitar are assigned to Block 7 classes.  Each class lasts for one semester.  Over the course of the year, the students will take each Block 7 class one time.  Block 7 courses may change from year to year and, in any given year, may include the following:

ABOUT KENYA
The About Kenya course covers some aspect of Kenya culture, geography, wildlife or history.  Students may research on a given topic and may do a presentation on their findings or the entire class may visit a specific place within the Kenyan community to reinforce concepts that were covered in the class.

CREATIVE WRITING
The Creative Writing class focuses on the improvement of basic writing skills.  Students may produce short stories, poetry, dialogues, or other forms of writing.

CURRENT EVENTS
In the Current Events course, students discuss issues that are prominent in the news of the day.  This may include local Kenyan issues or issues that are more global.

DEBATE
In the debate course, students learn about debate techniques and public speaking skills.

FIRST AID
Students learn the basic of first aid from both a theoretical and practical point of view.  

GLOBAL ISSUES
In the Global Issues course students learn about ways to protect and conserve the environment and the ways in which the Earth’s resources are being used by people living today.

JOURNALISM
Students learn the basics of identifying a story, research a story and writing an article on their topic of interest in order to publish, collate and distribute a Middle School newspaper at the end of the quarter. 

MEDIA STUDIES
In the Media Studies elective students learn about different aspects that the various media use to influence the general population.  They also look at the way advertising is used to encourage people to buy or use certain products.

PSYCHOLOGY
Students will cover some of the basics of psychological theory and practice at a level appropriate for middle school.  

THINKING OLYMPICS
Students work individually and in groups to come up with creative ways to solve problems that are presented to them.  

WRITING WORKSHOP
In the Writing Workshop students work to hone their writing skills as they develop story ideas, write drafts and edit their work, and devise a final version of their work.   This class is NOT a remedial course to help students learn the basic skills involved in the writing process.  It is more of a ‘creative’ course to help students explore and develop their writing interests.
