MS Block 7 Options
Block 7 will be divided into two separate 40-minute classes (Block 7a and Block 7b).   All MS students will take one of the Block 7 options in the first 40 minutes and another one in the second 40 minutes.   All MS students will be scheduled to do TWO of the Block 7 options.   

Descriptions of options ….

 BAND.   There are 3 levels of band as described below.  The band teacher(s) will determine which level students go into for the year.  Band is a year-long course.  (Only brass, woodwind and percussion are offered.  String instruments and piano are not available as options.)
INTRO TO BAND.   This would be a course designed specifically for students who are interested in band but have no real background or experience.    These would be beginners with no real knowledge of how to read music, how to play the notes, etc.  to help them begin to build skills that will eventually allow them to enter the beginning band level.  

BEGINNING BAND.  This course is for students with an understanding of music, able to read music, and having basic experience playing an instrument.   The course would help them develop their individual skills in playing their instrument as well as developing their ability to play as a group.

ADVANCED BAND.  This course is for students with more advanced skill and understanding of music ... including the ability to play as part of a larger group.
CHORUS.  Chorus is a one semester or year-long course depending on student interest.  The chorus teacher will determine if a student is eligible for Beginning or Advanced Chorus.

BEGINNING CHORUS.  This class is for students with no chorus experience or limited chorus experience
ADVANCED CHORUS. This class is for students who have more advanced experience singing as part of a larger ensemble or group.
GUITAR. This course would be specifically for students wanting to take guitar.  The students registered in this course would not be in the band (unless they play a different instrument).   (Note - * The number of students who can be scheduled for guitar is VERY limited. Preference is given to students who are not taking any other music-related option.  Students must provide their own guitar.)  
CLASSES.  Students taking classes will take 2 or 4 different classes in the year.  They may include: Art, Computer, Creative Writing, Dance, Drama, Global Issues, Journalism, Psychology or Thinking Olympics.  Some/All of these may change each year.

The combinations of options that a student can take are listed on the next page.

From the options given below … students will be able to choose the ONE that best matches what they would like to do in Block 7.   When students do the entrance assessments, they will have an opportunity to indicate their preference.



CLASSES ONLY.  (This would be two Classes each semester.)


BAND and CLASSES.  (This would be Band all year and one Class each semester.)



BAND and CHORUS.   (This would be Band all year and Chorus all year.)

CHORUS and CLASSES.  (This would be Chorus all year and one Class each semester.  It is possible for a student to drop chorus after one semester and take another class.)


CLASSES and GUITAR.   (This would be Guitar all year and one Class each semester. Preference for guitar is given to those who do not take any other music-related course.  The total number that can take the class is limited and students must provide their own guitar.) 

BAND and GUITAR. (This would be Band all year and Guitar all year.  Preference for guitar is given to those who do not take any other music-related course.  The total number that can take the class is limited and students must provide their own guitar.)


CHORUS and GUITAR.  (This would be Chorus all year and Guitar all year.  Preference for guitar is given to those who do not take any other music-related course.  The total number that can take the class is limited and students must provide their own guitar.)






















